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Walla Walla County Community Development Department  

310 W. Poplar Street, Suite 200, Walla Walla, WA 99362 / 509-524-2610 Main 

 
Date:  February 16, 2017 
To:  Walla Walla County Board of Commissioners 
From:  Tom Glover, Director 

Lauren Prentice, Principal Planner 
RE: Zoning code text amendments relating to agritourism and value-added agriculture 

processing uses. Dockets No. ZCA16-004, ZCA17-001 
 
Attachments 

1. Proposed alternative amendments to WWCC Chapters 17.08, 17.16 
2. RCW 36.70A.177: Agricultural lands—Innovative zoning techniques—Accessory uses. 
3. Public Comments from Seth Small dated October 31, 2016 
4. Public Comments from Chandler Briggs dated November 2, 2016 
5. Public Comments from Edward Leahy dated February 1, 2017 
6. Public Comments from Gregory Ferrel dated February 1, 2017 
7. Public Comments from Phil, Colleen, Mike and Lora Reser dated February 1, 2017 

 
All materials from the docketing process are included in the notebook with the newest first and the 
Buchanan application last.  This includes materials from the preliminary docket last year through all 
the Planning Commission meetings. 

 
Background and Summary of Applicant’s Proposed Amendments 
An application by Susan Buchanan to amend Walla Walla County Code (WWCC) Section 17.16.014 
and Chapter 17.08 was received by the Community Development Department on March 31, 2016.  
 
The applicant proposed the following amendments.   
• Amend WWCC Chapter 17.08 to define ‘value-added agriculture’ and ‘Agritourism.’ 

“Value-added agriculture” means the production, storage, marketing, and distribution of value-
added agricultural products, including support services that facilitate these activities.  This 
definition excludes the uses of winery type I and winery type II. 
“Agritourism” is short for “agricultural tourism” and refers to agriculturally related experiences 
provided for the enjoyment, entertainment, or education of visitors and which generates 
supplemental income for a working farm upon which the principal land use is agriculture, 
specifically the growing of crops. 
 

• Amend WWCC 17.16.014, Permitted Uses, to allow these two uses outright in the Agriculture 
Residential 10 (AR-10) zoning district. 

 
Process Information 
The Board of County Commissioners (BOCC) placed the Buchanan application (ZCA16-004) on the 
2016 Final Docket on September 6, 2016 by Resolution 16-246.  Between September and January, 
the Planning Commission discussed these amendments at five workshop meetings and drafted 
alternative amendments that could replace the Applicant’s proposal.   
 
On February 1, 2017 staff held an informational public meeting to answer questions from members 
of the public interested in the proposals.  This is required by WWCC 14.15.050B.2 which specifies 
the public participation process for considering development regulations amendments.  At all five of 
the Planning Commission workshops, the Chairman allowed for members of public in the audience 
to ask questions and make comments even though these were not scheduled opportunities for public 
comment.  On February 1 after the informational public meeting, the Planning Commission held a 

https://www.municode.com/library/wa/walla_walla_county/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=TIT17ZO_CH17.08DE
https://www.municode.com/library/wa/walla_walla_county/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=TIT17ZO_CH17.16PEUS
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public hearing and then after hearing testimony and deliberating, concurred with staff’s 
recommendation to recommend to the Commissioners approval of the County-drafted proposal. 
 
The SEPA environmental review process has been completed for the County-drafted alternative 
proposal and the Department of Commerce 60-day review period has also been completed.  No 
public or agency comments were submitted. 
 
Summary of County-drafted Proposal 
Staff and the Planning Commission recommends that the application (ZCA16-004) by Susan 
Buchanan be replaced by County-drafted alternative amendments (ZCA17-001).  Included as 
Attachment 1 is a copy of the proposed alternative amendments. In addition to the five Planning 
Commission workshops, Staff and the Planning Commission looked to other jurisdictions, primarily 
in Washington, for ideas. 
 
Developed by staff and the Planning Commission and discussed at several workshop meetings, the 
County-drafted alternative amendments are intended to achieve the following goals, in addition to 
meeting the criteria in WWCC 14.15.070B.3 and being consistent with the Comprehensive Plan. 

1. Address potential conflicts with existing regulations that relate to specific agritourism and 
value-added agriculture uses (e.g. wedding and event centers, produce markets, wineries, 
bed and breakfasts) already addressed in the code. 

2. Address concerns by staff and the Planning Commission that the Applicant’s proposed 
definitions were too broad and did not adequately consider potential land use conflicts. 

3. Expand the amendments to allow for these uses to be in more zoning districts than just the 
AR-10 district.  This extends similar opportunities to property owners in other agricultural 
and rural districts and reduces the likelihood that the County will have to review this issue 
again in the near future. 

 
The proposed alternative amendments, shown in Attachment 1, would add two new definitions to 
the code in Chapter 17.08: ‘small-scale value added agriculture processing’ and ‘agritourism 
enterprise.’  The proposed definitions contain specific conditions and permitting requirements.   
 
Attachment 1 also shows the proposed amendments to Section 17.16.014, the permitted uses table, 
to establish these uses as allowed uses in all of the County’s agricultural districts, most rural zones, 
and the Industrial Agriculture districts.  In most areas, these uses would be permitted outright, with 
land use approval subject only to Type 1 administrative review of a permit.  An administrative 
conditional use permit would be required in more densely populated rural zones (Rural Residential 
2, Rural Residential 5, and Rural Residential Mill Creek 5), where there is a higher probability that 
these uses may generate some nuisance conditions or be incompatible with rural neighborhood 
characteristics.  Administrative conditional use permits are subject to Type 2 administrative review 
which requires public notice and compliance with conditional use permit criteria, but no public 
hearing. 
 
Key Components of County-drafted Proposal 

1. Both uses would only be allowed on the same property as a working farm or ranch. 
2. No lodging, hosting of private events, or restaurants would be allowed as agritourism uses. 
3. Retail sales would be limited to no more than 400 square feet of floor area and ancillary 

retail sales of products not grown or produced by the farm or ranch would be limited to 15% 
of the market area (60 square feet). 

4. The maximum building area allowed for value-added agriculture processing facility would be 
12,000 square feet; this would not include any buildings on site associated with the 
farm/ranch and production, only the processing facility. This is the maximum size of Type 1 
Wineries and the threshold that triggers SEPA environmental review for 
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commercial/industrial buildings and sprinkler requirements under the fire code.  There was 
public testimony at the Planning Commission hearing that 12,000 square feet might be too 
small for some value-added facilities; it was suggested there should be an allowance for a 
larger facility via the conditional use permit process like Type 2 wineries. 

5. A land use permit would be required for these uses, subject to Type 1 or Type 2 
administrative review.  This is similar to the requirement for all wineries to obtain winery 
permits.  

6. A few agritourism activities would be exempt from the requirement for an agritourism 
permit: farm or ranch tours offered not more than four times per year and stand-alone u-
pick operations not conducted on the same farm or ranch that offers other agritourism 
experiences.  During a few workshop meetings there were comments from several farmers 
stating that they did not want to have to get a permit to do occasional school tours.  In 
regards to u-pick sales, we wanted to distinguish between a u-pick berry farm or similar and 
a more significant agritourism enterprise like a pumpkin patch that may offer other activities 
and generate more traffic. 

7. The amendments proposed by Susan Buchanan would only apply to lands zoned Agriculture 
Residential 10 (AR-10).  The County-drafted amendments would apply to all agricultural 
zones, most rural zones, and the industrial agricultural zones.  There was public comment at 
one of the workshops urging the Planning Commission to consider other agricultural 
districts.  The Planning Commission thought it would be wise to look at other districts at the 
same time instead of just limiting review to only the AR-10 district. 

 
Resource Land Policies 
Staff and the Planning Commission concluded that these amendments will provide an opportunity 
for additional agritourism and small-scale value-added agriculture processing uses to be allowed in 
resource zones and promote commercially viable agricultural uses.   
 
Attachment 2 includes the section of the Growth Management Act that relates to accessory uses in 
agricultural zones.  RCW 36.70.177(3) states in subsection (a) that “accessory uses shall be located, 
designed, and operated so as to not interfere with, and support, the continuation of, the overall 
agricultural use of the property and neighboring properties.”  This section continues to define 
agricultural accessory uses, as opposed to non-agricultural accessory uses.  These uses are defined 
as uses and activities related to the ‘storage, distribution, and marketing of regional agricultural 
products from one or more producers, agriculturally related experiences, or the production, 
marketing or distribution of value-added agricultural products, including support services that 
facility these activities.”  This section also grants counties and cities the authority to limit or exclude 
any accessory uses.  The proposed uses clearly meet the definition of ‘agricultural accessory uses’ 
which should be priority uses in agricultural zones because they help conserve agricultural lands 
and encourage the agricultural economy. 
 
Exclusive Agriculture 120 (EA-120) District 
Several written public comments were submitted prior to the February 1 Planning Commission 
meeting expressing concern with allowing the proposed uses in the EA-120 zoning district; these 
written public comments are included here as Attachments 5 - 7.  This issue was considered by the 
Planning Commission at the hearing and they decided to still recommend that these uses be allowed 
in the EA-120 zone because they are small scale agricultural accessory uses. 
 
The Exclusive Agriculture zones includes about 21,000 acres which is about 3% of lands in Walla 
Walla County in agricultural zones. 
 
The purpose of the Exclusive Agriculture district is set forth in Section 17.12.040B: 
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All lands in this district are lands of long-term commercial significance. This district is intended 
to: preserve agriculture lands of long-term commercial significance; protect and preserve land 
for agricultural use in areas of large holdings with a minimum of roads and other utilities and 
services; recognize the desire of owners of large commercial agricultural operations to 
maintain those operations and limit the creation of nonfarm parcels. Natural resource related 
industries are priority compatible uses. Limited outdoor recreation uses and agricultural 
accessory uses and non-agricultural accessory uses and activities that support, promote, or 
sustain agricultural operations and production consistent with RCW 36.70A.177 are permitted 
uses. Residences are an allowed use in this district, but clustering of residential development is 
not allowed. 

 
The following uses are currently allowed in the EA-120 district. 

Single-family dwellings 
Adult family homes 
Accessory dwelling units 
Home Occupation – Type 1 
Home Occupation – Type 2 (AC) 
Farmworker dwellings 
Auction Houses/Yards – livestock (AC) 
Produce Stand 
Day Care, Family 
Utility Facilities (C) 
Storage/Packing Agricultural Produce 
Winery, Type 1 
Winery, Type 2 (C) 
Hunting/Fishing Lodges 
Park 

Growing of Crops 
Raising Livestock, Large Scale Commercial 
Processor for Animal Killing and Dressing 

(<1,500 square feet; AC) 
Hatcheries 
Rock Crushers (AC) 
Quarries, gravel/rock extractions (designated 

mineral lands; AC) 
Quarries, gravel/rock extractions 

(nondesignated mineral lands; C) 
Timber Harvesting 
Airports and Aircraft Land Field – Agricultural 
Helistops 
Wireless Communication Facility 

 
As stated in Section 17.12.040B, agricultural (and non-agricultural) accessory uses must be ‘limited’ 
in the EA-120 zone to activities that will “support, promote or sustain agricultural operations and 
production” consistent with the Growth Management Act.  It is the recommendation of staff and the 
Planning Commission that with the limitations included in the County-drafted definitions and 
standards, these agricultural accessory uses could be allowed in this zone.  As stated above, there are 
limits on size, types of activities, permitting requirements, and a requirement that these must be 
located on, and accessory to, a working farm or ranch. 
 
Public Comments 
A few written public comments were received during the Planning Commission review period; these 
are Attachments 3-7.  Three members of the public spoke at the February 1 public hearing.  All three 
members spoke in support of the County-drafted alternative proposal.  Seth Small, who also 
submitted written comments earlier (Attachment 3), said he was in favor of the amendments but felt 
that 12,000 square feet would be too limiting for some value-added agriculture processing uses.   
 
As noted above, a few public comment letters stated objections to allowing these uses in the EA-120 
zone (Attachments 5-7).  There was no public testimony about this at the Planning Commission 
public hearing, only the written comments. 
 
Next Steps 
Section WWCC 14.15.070C outlines the Board of County Commissioners review and decision 
process.  The Board is required to hold a public hearing prior to taking any action. 
 



 

 

ATTACHMENT 1 

Recommended changes to amendments 

 

New definition to be added to Chapter 17.08, Definitions: 

“Small scale value-added agriculture processing” means the production, storage, marketing, and 

distribution of regional agricultural products from one or more producers, including support 

services that facilitate these activities.  Value-added agricultural products may be defined as any 

agricultural commodity that meets at least one of the following categories: 

a. Has undergone a change in physical state; 

b. Was produced in a manner that enhances the value of the agricultural commodity; 

c. Is aggregated and marketed as a locally-produced agricultural food product. 

 

The processing facility shall meet the following conditions: 

a. The facility is not a slaughterhouse or mushroom substrate production facility; 

b. The facility is not a source of farm- or ranch-based renewable energy, including E-85 fuel 

(except for own use); 

c. The facility is supplemental and related to the primary permitted use; 

d. The facility processes at least 50 percent agricultural goods produced in Walla Walla 

County; 

e. The facility may conduct on-site retail sales of value-added products produced by the 

processing facility, or farm or ranch, in a market area that is not larger than 400 square feet; 

f. Ancillary retail sales of products not grown or produced by the processing facility, or farm 

or ranch, must be confined to fifteen percent of the total gross floor space of the retail area 

(maximum of 60 square feet), and must be clearly accessory to retail sales and marketing of 

the processing facility.  

g. The total gross floor area of the facility shall not exceed 12,000 square feet. 

a. A permit is required for all small scale value-added agriculture processing facilities.  Permit 

review shall be limited to determining that the proposed facility meets the conditions listed 

above, provides adequate parking, and is compliant with other applicable development 

regulations. A permit may be revisited by the Walla Walla County Community Development 

Department if any of the activities are determined to be outside of the scope, purpose, 

and/or use of the processing facility.  

 

New definition to be added to Chapter 17.08, Definitions 

“Agritourism enterprise” refers to agriculturally related experiences provided on a working farm 

or ranch for the enjoyment, entertainment, or education of the public or invited groups.  The 

agritourism enterprise shall support, promote, or sustain agricultural operations and production. 

The following activities marketed to the general public or invited groups constitute agritourism 

enterprises: farm or ranch tours, hayrides, u-pick operations, classes, on-site retail sales, or picnic 

facilities.  An agritourism enterprise does not include produce stands or markets as defined in 

Chapter 17.08. The enterprise shall meet the following conditions: 

b. An agritourism enterprise shall not provide any lodging for guests or employees, or include 

a restaurant or event facilities, unless otherwise allowed in the code. 

c. The agritourism enterprise may conduct on-site retail sales of products grown by the farm 

or ranch in a market area that is not larger than 400 square feet; 



 

 

d. Ancillary retail sales of products not grown or produced by the farm or ranch must be 

confined to fifteen percent of the total gross floor space of the retail market area (maximum 

of 60 square feet), and must be clearly accessory to retail sales and marketing of the farm. 

Ancillary retail sales of products not grown or produced by the farm or ranch must be 

confined to fifteen percent of the total gross floor space of the retail market area (maximum 

of 60 square feet), and must be clearly accessory to retail sales and marketing of the farm or 

ranch. 

e. A permit is required for all agritourism enterprises except as listed under (f).  Permit review 

shall be limited to determining that the proposed enterprise meets the conditions listed 

above, provides adequate parking, and is compliant with other applicable development 

regulations. A permit may be revisited by the Walla Walla County Community Development 

Department if any of the activities are determined to be outside of the scope, purpose, 

and/or use of the agritourism enterprise.  

f. The following activities are exempt from the agritourism enterprise permit because they 

are considered to be part of the regular operation of a farm or ranch, provided that 

adequate off-street parking is available and specific ingress and egresses are designated and 

permitted. 

1. Farm or ranch tours offered no more than four times per year. 

2. Stand-alone u-pick operations not conducted on the same farm or ranch that 

offers other agritourism experiences. 

 

 

  



 

 

Amendments to WWCC 17.16.014, Permitted Uses Table, Resource Land Uses table: 
Wineries are included in the Industrial/Manufacturing Land Uses table, but are shown here for 
reference. 
 
 Zone  

 Resource  Rural  
Urban 

Residential  
Misc.  

 PA-  

40  

EA-  

120  

GA-  

20  

AR-  

10  

RR-  

40  

RR-  

20  

RA-  

10  

RA-  

5  

RRMC-  

5  

RR-  

2  

RR-  

5  

R-  

96  

R-  

72  

R-  

60  
RM  

RD-  

R  

RD-  

CI  
RFC  RAC  

Specific Use  

*Agritourism 

enterprise 
P2 P2 P2 P2 P2 P2 P2 P2 AC2 AC2 AC2        P2 

*Small scale 

value-added 

agriculture 

processing 

P2 P2 P2 P2 P2 P2 P2 P2 AC2 AC2 AC2        P2 

* Winery 

Type I  
P3  P3  P3  P3  C3  P3  P3  P3  P3  P3  P3       P3   P3  

* Winery 

Type II  
C3  C3  C3  C3  C3  C3  C3  C3  C3  C3  C3       P3   C3  

* Accessory 

Use  
P1  P1  P1  P1  P1  P1  P1  P1  P1  P1  P1  P1  P1  P1  P1  P1  P1  P1  P1  

 
 

 

 Zone  

 Industrial and Commercial  Misc.  

 IA-M  IA-H  HI  LI  I/BP  NC  CG  BC  BR  PR  

SPECIFIC USE  

*Agritourism enterprise P2 P2         

*Small scale value-added agriculture processing P2 P2         

* Winery Type I  P3  P3  P3  P3  P3  P3  P3  P3    

* Winery Type II  P3  P3  P3  P3  P3  P3  P3  P3    

* Accessory Use  P1  P1  P1  P1  P1  P1  P1  P1  P1  P1  

 
F.  Resource Land Uses—Development Conditions.  

1. An accessory use, structure or activity clearly incidental to a permitted use and which will 
not create a nuisance or hazard is permitted.  

2. A permit is required for all agritourism enterprises and value-added agriculture 
processing facilities.  

https://www.municode.com/library/wa/walla_walla_county/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=TIT17ZO_CH17.16PEUS_17.16.014PEUSTA


 

 

ATTACHMENT 2 

RCW 36.70A.177 - Agricultural lands—Innovative zoning techniques—Accessory uses. 

 

1. A county or a city may use a variety of innovative zoning techniques in areas designated as 

agricultural lands of long-term commercial significance under RCW 36.70A.170. The innovative 

zoning techniques should be designed to conserve agricultural lands and encourage the 

agricultural economy. Except as provided in subsection (3) of this section, a county or city 

should encourage nonagricultural uses to be limited to lands with poor soils or otherwise not 

suitable for agricultural purposes. 

2. Innovative zoning techniques a county or city may consider include, but are not limited to: 

a. Agricultural zoning, which limits the density of development and restricts or prohibits 

nonfarm uses of agricultural land and may allow accessory uses, including 

nonagricultural accessory uses and activities, that support, promote, or sustain 

agricultural operations and production, as provided in subsection (3) of this section; 

b. Cluster zoning, which allows new development on one portion of the land, leaving the 

remainder in agricultural or open space uses; 

c. Large lot zoning, which establishes as a minimum lot size the amount of land necessary 

to achieve a successful farming practice; 

d. Quarter/quarter zoning, which permits one residential dwelling on a one-acre minimum 

lot for each one-sixteenth of a section of land; and 

e. Sliding scale zoning, which allows the number of lots for single-family residential 

purposes with a minimum lot size of one acre to increase inversely as the size of the 

total acreage increases. 

3. Accessory uses allowed under subsection (2)(a) of this section shall comply with the following: 

a. Accessory uses shall be located, designed, and operated so as to not interfere with, and 

to support the continuation of, the overall agricultural use of the property and 

neighboring properties, and shall comply with the requirements of this chapter; 

b. Accessory uses may include: 

i. Agricultural accessory uses and activities, including but not limited to the 

storage, distribution, and marketing of regional agricultural products from one 

or more producers, agriculturally related experiences, or the production, 

marketing, and distribution of value-added agricultural products, including 

support services that facilitate these activities; and 

ii. Nonagricultural accessory uses and activities as long as they are consistent with 

the size, scale, and intensity of the existing agricultural use of the property and 

the existing buildings on the site. Nonagricultural accessory uses and activities, 

including new buildings, parking, or supportive uses, shall not be located 

outside the general area already developed for buildings and residential uses 

and shall not otherwise convert more than one acre of agricultural land to 

nonagricultural uses; and 

c. Counties and cities have the authority to limit or exclude accessory uses otherwise 

authorized in this subsection (3) in areas designated as agricultural lands of long-term 

commercial significance. 

4. This section shall not be interpreted to limit agricultural production on designated agricultural 

lands. 

http://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=36.70A.170


From: Seth Small
To: Lauren Prentice
Subject: Value Added Ammendment
Date: Monday, October 31, 2016 12:18:50 PM
Attachments: CountPlanAmmend.docx

Lauren,
Attached is a letter from me. Let me know if more letters would be helpful.

-- 
Seth Small
Small Ranches
5095203967

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE:  All information in this communication, including attachments, is strictly confidential and
intended solely for delivery to and authorized use by the addressee(s) identified above and may contain privileged,
confidential, proprietary and/or trade secret information entitled to protection and/or exempt from disclosure under
applicable law and/or Non-Disclosure Agreement. If you are not the intended recipient, please take notice that any use,
distribution or copying of this communication, and/or any action taken or omitted to be taken in reliance upon it, is
unauthorized and may be unlawful. If you received this communication in error, please notify the sender and delete this
communication from your system.

mailto:tsethsmall@gmail.com
mailto:lprentice@co.walla-walla.wa.us

Development Services Department

October 31, 2016

Page 2

Theodore Small

Small’s Family Farm

1890 Sudbury Rd.

Walla Walla, WA 99362

October 31, 2016

Development Services Department

Attn. Lauren Prentice

55 E. Moore St.

Walla Walla, WA 99362

 Development Services Department:

I am writing this letter to voice support for and recommend minor changes to the Comprehensive Plan and Development Regulations Amendment Application submitted by Susan Buchanan. I am a fourth generation farmer her in the Walla Walla Valley. It is my belief that value added agriculture is and will continue to grow as a driving force in ag markets. We are currently processing grain from our farm in the Walla Walla Valley and selling it throughout the Northwest. Currently our operation has our wheat toll processed to our specs by a third party. As we look to move forward and create a greater level of operating efficiency we would like to install a mill of our own. It only makes sense that such an operation would be installed where our storage and operating infrastructure already exist… on our farm. Vertically integrated production and processing on our farm will continue to add value to our product. On farm value added processing keeps money in our community, adds value to the agriculture that we have, and helps to shield growers from volatile market trends.

When approved the amendment put forth will add significant value to agriculture in our community. This amendments positive impact would be significantly magnified if it were expanded to include the PA-40 and GA-20 zones. Our company is proof that value added agriculture works and should be fostered within agriculture zones to increase the viability of family farms in Walla Walla County. 

Sincerely,

Theodore Small



lprentice
Typewritten Text
Attachment 3



[Your Name] 
[Company Name] 
1890 Sudbury Rd. 
Walla Walla, WA 99362 
October 31, 2016 

Development Services Department 
Attn. Lauren Prentice 
55 E. Moore St. 
Walla Walla, WA 99362 

 Development Services Department: 

I am writing this letter to voice support for and recommend minor changes to the Comprehensive Plan and 
Development Regulations Amendment Application submitted by Susan Buchanan. I am a fourth generation 
farmer her in the Walla Walla Valley. It is my belief that value added agriculture is and will continue to grow 
as a driving force in ag markets. We are currently processing grain from our farm in the Walla Walla Valley 
and selling it throughout the Northwest. Currently our operation has our wheat toll processed to our specs by 
a third party. As we look to move forward and create a greater level of operating efficiency we would like to 
install a mill of our own. It only makes sense that such an operation would be installed where our storage and 
operating infrastructure already exist… on our farm. Vertically integrated production and processing on our 
farm will continue to add value to our product. On farm value added processing keeps money in our 
community, adds value to the agriculture that we have, and helps to shield growers from volatile market 
trends. 

When approved the amendment put forth will add significant value to agriculture in our community. This 
amendments positive impact would be significantly magnified if it were expanded to include the PA-40 and 
GA-20 zones. Our company is proof that value added agriculture works and should be fostered within 
agriculture zones to increase the viability of family farms in Walla Walla County.  

Sincerely, 

[Your Name] 
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February 1, 2017 

Walla Walla Regional County Planning Commission 

310 West Poplar 

Walla Walla, WA 99362 

 

Dear Walla Walla Regional Planning Commission, 

 

Walla Walla County is made up of 800,000 acres of which approximately 21,000 acres or 2.5%  

are classified as Agriculture Exclusive land.  The AE district was created to preserve the “Right 

to Farm” which is to guarantee that this prime and unique ground would always be protected 

from industrialization, commercialization, and urbanization.  I feel the amendment put forth by 

Ms. Buchanan to add Ag-Tourism or Value-Added-Agriculture in the AE zone goes against 

everything that has been previously decided by the court system.  This was filed in the State 

Court of Appeals of Washington on January 24, 2004. 

 

The goal of the Agriculture Exclusive Zone was to insure the preservation of our prime 

agriculture land.  I oppose any changes taking place that would change what has been put forth 

by Washington State Court of Appeals. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Edward P. Leahy 

56472 Lone Fir Rd. 

Milton-Freewater, OR  
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